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Creator of Dedication Decals
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This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted 
neighborhood vendor to use. Get to know the businesses who make this magazine 

possible. Please support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION
Toledo Lucas County Port Authority

(419) 214-4175
toledoport.org

APPLIANCE SHOWROOM
Appliance Center
(419) 893-3374

Applinacecenterdirect.com

AUTO DEALER
White Family Dealerships

(419) 277-0055
davewhitechevy.com

BANKING - COMMERCIAL & PERSONAL
Citizens National Bank

3130 Executive Parkway Suite 100
Toledo, OH 43606

(419) 720-0009 x601
cnbohio.com

DOORS & WINDOWS
Toledo Door and Window

Robert Bollin
5153 Secor Road

Toledo, OH 43623
(419) 475-3667
toledodoor.com

DRY CLEANERS
Lasalle Cleaners
(419) 242-2391

www.lasallecleaners.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Impact Electrical
(419) 841-6064

impact-electrical.com

FLOOR RESTORATION
Professional Surface Restoration

(419) 705-8693
prosurfacerestore.com

HEATING & COOLING
Fry Heating & Cooling

(419) 472-1106
fryheating.com

HEATING & COOLING SERVICE
Overcashier and Horst

(419) 841-3333
ohcomfort.com

HOSPITAL / HEALTH SYSTEM
Promedica Health System

(419) 893-9600
promedica.org

INSURANCE - AUTO - HOME
Melissa Southey Insurance

Melissa Southey
7015 Angola Rd

Holland, OH 43528
(419) 491-0267

southeyinsurance.com

JEWELER
Harold Jaffe Jewelers

(419) 472-4480
haroldjaffe.com

PHOTOGRAPHY-FAMILY PORTRAITS
Rebecca Trumbull Photography LLC

(419) 944-4493
rebeccatrumbullphotography.com

REAL ESTATE TEAM
Tyo Mathias Team

(419) 720-5656
tyoteam.com/

REALTY GROUP
Gorun Group, LLC
(419) 720-5600

ROOFING & GUTTERS
Seagate Roofing
(419) 536-0027

seagateroofing.com

TITLE COMPANY
Louisville Title Agency

(419) 248-4611
louisvilletitle.com

TREE EXPERTS
Savory Tree and Lawn Service Inc

(419) 841-4411
savorytree.com/

WATERPROOFING / FOUNDATION REPAIR
B-Dry Systems of Western Ohio & Monroe, MI

(419) 891-0856
bdrynwohio.com 

WEALTH MANAGEMENT & FINANCIAL 
PLANNING

Northwestern Mutual
Michael Morgan

3950 Sunforest Court Suite 200
Toledo, OH 43623
(419) 407-8675

michaelmorgan.nm.com

DISCLAIMER: The N2 Company d/b/a N2 Publishing is not affiliated with or contracted by the Stone Oak 
Homeowners Association (the “Association”). This publication, including the content of articles and advertisements 
contained herein, is not authorized or endorsed by the Association. Any articles included in this publication and/
or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of The N2 Company but remain solely those 
of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Stone Oak Living magazine are not endorsed or 
recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher may be 
held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. NOTE: When community events take place, 
photographers may be present to take photos for that event and they may be used in this publication.

MEET YOUR TEAM!
These are the people who make it happen each month. If you would 

like to contribute, please contact me at thomas.pounds@n2pub.com.

Delivering Neighborhood Connections  
© 2022 The N2 Company, Inc.

n2co.com

AREA DIRECTOR Thomas Pounds 
419 654-1770 
thomas.pounds@n2pub.com

Kristina White 
Writer

Rebecca Trumbull 
Photographer

Amy Christensen 
Writer

Tom Pounds 
Publisher  

thomas.pounds@n2pub.com 
419-654-1770
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featured neighbor

Creator of Dedication DecalsBy Amy Christensen
Photos by Rebecca Trumbull

Tracy Sallah and her partner, Tom Schlachter, decided to build 
in Stone Oak because they both loved the community. “It was 
the kind of community that I had always wanted; one where 
you have great neighbors, a feeling of safety and security and 
a great golf course.” They found the lot their current home is 
on and built it just the way they wanted. During the course 
of building, Tracy lived in a condo in the community for two 
years before moving into her current home.

 Tracy grew up in the area and spent much of her time 
skiing and sailing near Boyne City, MI. After high school, 
Tracy attended Ferris State University in Big Rapids, MI. 
She graduated with a bachelor’s in television production. 
Learning all sides of the industry, Tracy wrote, produced, 
directed and edited. She worked in the television industry 
for a while, doing copywriting, ad writing and commercials. 
Eventually, she moved into the business sector as a 
self-employed business consultant. Tracy’s knack for 
organization, preparation, strategic thinking and ability 
to get other people on board made her a natural at seeing 
projects started and finished for the city of Toledo. From 
there, Tracy took on the position of commercial sales and 
title production manager at Chicago Title. Eventually, Tracy 
ended up at Louisville Title Agency as the vice president of 
the commercial real estate business.

Tracy SallahMEET

 Recently Tracy retired and is once again an 
entrepreneur. When Joyce Ann Fels Brondes passed away 
in 2020, Tracy looked for a way to not only grieve her 
beloved mother’s passing but incorporate memories and 
thoughts into that process. The seed for Dedication Decals 
was planted. “I began to envision a fond memory, a lasting 
thought or a loving note written on an adhesive material 
placed on my mother’s casket. I knew this concept would 
be met with hesitation from some — and, of course, I 
understood. This idea was brand new to everyone, including 
myself! But, to my surprise, the opposite happened. Friends 
and family welcomed jotting down their heartfelt memories 

and thoughts on adhesive bandages. My mother’s casket 
was adorned with images, and the power of our written 
expressions gave life to the thoughts and feelings inside of 
us.” (Dedication Decals website; “About the Founder” page.)

 What started on adhesive bandages has turned into 
an innovative idea that is catching on in the funeral home 
business. Ever the motivator and strategist, Tracy wanted 
to make her decals available for anyone who wanted a 
compassionate and visual way to send off their deceased 
loved ones. The business, formed November of 2020, 
launched in June of 2021 using all locally sourced resources. 
Tracy’s team includes Perfect Media Studio, Grace Imaging 
and her legal resource at Marshall Melhorn.

 Tracy began to attend NFDA (National Funeral Directors 
Association) trade shows to try to get her product into the 

mainstream of funeral products and services. In October of 
2021, she attended a show in Nashville, TN, with the thought 
of doing the work of cross-marketing. She approached 
Wilbert Vault and asked if they would be willing to show off 
a few of her decals if she took a stack of their brochures to 
give out at her booth. By the end of the show, Wilbert was 
convinced Tracy’s idea was not only interesting but needed 
in the industry. In January of 2022, Dedication Decals went 
national (patent pending).

 Tracy loves what she is doing, and she knows her mother 
would have loved the idea. In her downtime, Tracy and Tom 
love to spend time with her children and grandchildren, who 
reside in Chicago and Grand Rapids, MI. They also spend 
time traveling the world and relaxing up in Boyne City, MI, 
where they have a home away from home.

Dedication Decals Tracy Sallah
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sponsor spotlight!

Lasalle CleanersBy Bryce Buyakie

Perhaps among the most historic or oldest of Toledo’s 
family-run businesses is the oddly named Lasalle Cleaners 
— no one, not even owner Gary Resnick, understands the 
origin of the name.

Founded in 1930 by Resnick’s grandparents, Jack and 
Ida, the original store stood on the Southeast corner of 
Jefferson Avenue and 10th Street. Over a decade later, the 
couple moved across the street to expand the business at 
the cleaner’s current downtown location. “When I was 7 
or 8 years old, I would play with my grandparents in the 
business. Between my brother, sister and I, [we] would 
compete to see who would make the most money and help 
the most customers,” Resnick said.

Growing up with the business, Resnick knew he wanted 
to enter some sort of business venture, so he started by 
working for the family business for about five years before 
moving to Florida for 12 years to work for another dry 
cleaner business. There, he opened 85 company stores and 
280 franchises with over 500 employees from the original 
three locations as vice president.

A couple of years later, a British company bought the 
business, sporting a business model that ran in competition 
to his own — improve the bottom line by increasing 
revenue and putting the customer second versus putting the 
customer first and improving the top line, Resnick said. “As 
long as you grow the top line, your bottom line will be fine. 

You need to take care of your customers,” he said. “I learned 
a lot about how businesses work there.”

After working in Florida, he moved back to Toledo in 
1993 and bought the Lasalle business from his sister, Cindy 
Hill, who owned it since the late 1980s. “No one looks 
forward to going to the dry cleaners, so we always try to 
make the experience as convenient and easy as possible,” 
Resnick said. “I want to get to know our customers and treat 
them like friends.”

Since 1993, Resnick and his wife, Rachael, have 
expanded the business by adding an additional 6,000 square 
feet to the Jefferson Avenuve and 10th Street location, four 
new dry-cleaning locations and the growth of their delivery 
and pick-up routes.

Featuring services from dry cleaning and laundry to 
shoe repair, alterations and much more, Resnick realized 
that he must change with the times to keep Lasalle not only 
customer-friendly but also eco-friendly. “We’re always 
looking at ways to be more energy-efficient, to update 
equipment and to adopt safer and better cleaning solvents,” 
he said.

After 45 years in the business, Resnick said he is 
preparing for his retirement, which is probably still many 
years away. His son, Nate, and Nate’s wife, Brittaney, and 
his daughter, Sarah, and Sarah’s husband, Tim, are slated to 
take over as owners of the family business, Resnick said.

Rachael and Gary Resnick Gary’s family: Brittaney and Nate Resnick, Rachael and Gary Resnick,  
Sarah Schaffer, Tim Schaffer and Bryson Schaffer
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neighborhood schools

MULTIPLYING

Stone Oak Students 
Giving Back

By Kristina White, Community Liaison, Springfield Local Schools

During the 2008–2009 school year, Springfield High 
School and Leadership Toledo brought a very small 
group of leaders together to explore participation 
in a pilot effort to recognize high school students 
through the prestigious Jefferson Awards Foundation 
(now known as Multiplying Good). This was done not 
because of their “promises for tomorrow,” but rather 
for their choices to change what was needed to better 
their “todays”!

Originally founded almost 50 years ago to serve 
as our nation’s Nobel Prize for Public Service, this 
prestigious award has only been available to youth 
since 2008. Over these 14 years, only 121 Springfield 
High School students, including the six that we feature 
this month, have met the rigorous criteria set by 
students and administration — as it was 14 years ago 
and as it remains today, receipt was always about more 
than getting “an award”!

Receipt of this recognition has been about creating 
a vehicle that would change the culture of the school. 
Service is not required at Springfield High School, yet 
tens of thousands of service hours are amassed each 
year. Why? Because students are empowered, in the 
lead and motivated to step away from the sidelines 
to impact and raise awareness of critical issues like 

GOOD
homelessness, food insecurity, inequality and more! 
Recognizing those who model the importance of 
serving others, who gain leadership skills through 
service projects, and who turn their passion into 
action. Despite the pause that was needed throughout 
the pandemic years, the actions and efforts of young 
leaders demanded to be recognized — yet when we 
reached out to Leadership Toledo, we learned that the 
Youth Jefferson Awards would no longer be available 
in what was known as the Toledo Region.

As a district, we have appreciated the opportunity 
to work with and support from both Leadership 
Toledo and Multiplying Good to recognize our young 
leaders. We swiftly took action to continue providing 
recognition for ordinary high school students who 
make choices to become exceptional through their 
service to others. We are honored to announce the 
creation of the Ev Harris Springfield High School 
Award for Exceptional Service. Mr. Harris is about 
to celebrate his 50th year of service to the board of 
education, and his example of servant leadership is 
unrivaled. He wanted the criteria to remain the same, 
and we believe the students intend the stature of the 
Harris Award will remain as it has for the past 14 
years. Perhaps its meaning will become even more 

prestigious, thanks to Mr. Harris’ 
influence and very visible example for 
all to emulate!

Congratulations to Class of 2022 
members Grace Brenner, Kara Boulton, 
Madison Darrah, Colin Hickman, 
Elise Murphy and Jonah Vercellotti. 
The names of these six ordinary high 
school seniors are forever linked with 
115 other Springfield High School 
recipients who also claim that they 

forever changed the landscape of their 
school, neighborhoods, community and 
our nation. Some even traveled outside 
the U.S. to “do good,” so perhaps it’s not 
too far of a stretch to claim they have 
also changed the world!

There are many deserving students 
— and many live right inside the Stone 
Oak community! Several times during 
the school year, invitations are sent 
to nominate a candidate for these 

awards. Doing so makes a difference. 
Doing so shows the students that their 
actions are both seen and matter. Not 
because service is required — because 
at Springfield it is not. Rather, it is an 
established culture maintained by each 
student at the school. Keep your eyes 
open for the next chance to nominate a 
neighbor and recognize these ordinary 
students for their extraordinary choices 
to serve others! #springfieldstrong

Stone Oak residents Eliza Evans (pictured 
with parents David and Megan) was 

recognized with a Youth Jefferson Award 
during her freshman year and went on 
each year that followed to devote even 

more time in service to others!

Ev Harris Award (formerly the Youth Jefferson Award) recipient 
Johan Vercellotti presiding at the high school’s Spring National 

Honor Society induction

Youth Jefferson Award recipient Kiersten Wilkin seen 
volunteering in June during the district’s “Summer Spark” 

program

Ev Harris Award recipient Colin Hickmen honoring the impact 
of teacher Kristin Stanfill at the annual “I Make a Difference” 

Breakfast
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home matters

NOW WHAT?
By Judy Gorun and DeAnn Baker, Resident and Real Estate Professionals

The entire process of purchasing a home can be daunting, 
from beginning to end. In this month’s article, we will try to 
explain, and hopefully simplify, the inner workings of what 
transpires from the time that you sit down with your real 
estate agent to write an offer until the time you sit at t he 
closing table when you actually become the new owners of 
your dream home.

So, when purchasing a home, the people working on your 
behalf will be your agent, your mortgage company (lender) 
and the title company you have chosen to perform the title 
work. These people will be working directly with you, but 
they will actually perform most of their tasks behind the 
scenes. Below, you will see the responsibilities that each arm 
of the transaction will complete for your closing.

Real Estate Agent
After you have considered the purchase of your new home, 
your real estate agent will explain to you the required 
paperwork for an offer. When these forms are completed and 
signed, your agent (the buyer’s agent) will submit the proposed 
offer to the listing agent. The sellers will discuss the offer with 
their agent and either accept it as written or negotiate with 
you until the terms of the contract are agreed upon. Then, you 
will be asked to submit the earnest money you agreed upon in 
your purchase agreement. Next, your agent will assist you in 
ordering any inspections (home, pest, radon, etc.) you wish to 

Any home art?
Page Request: 1
Total Photo Count: 0
Total Caption Count: 0

We’ve written an offer.

have completed and work with the sellers and their agent in 
arriving at any resolutions required.

The title company will contact you to schedule the date 
for closing. Then, when your date of possession is determined, 
you will be asked to call the utility companies that will serve 
you and tell them that you are requesting “a transfer of billing” 
to your name for the new address. Finally, within a day or 
two of your closing, your real estate agent may take you for a 
final walkthrough of the home to make sure that all is well and 
ready for you to close and take possession.

Mortgage Company
When you applied for your loan, your lender began by 
verifying your income, credit and debt. When you have your 
offer accepted, they will assign an appraiser to determine the 
value of the home. That value must be at least the amount 
of your offer. You will be instructed to secure homeowner’s 
insurance and perhaps flood insurance for the new home. 
Your insurance agent will determine if your new property 
requires flood insurance. All of this information is submitted 
to underwriting — the department that ultimately determines 
whether or not your loan is approved. Underwriting then 
looks at all the information they have received and determines 
if anything further is needed. Once your loan is approved, your 
lender sends the closing costs and the instructions for closing 
to the title company you have chosen. 

 L.E. Savory Tree  
Service Inc 

 L.E. Savory Tree  
Service Inc 

Timely Tree Tips

Family owned since 1951
ISA Certified Arborists on staff

L.E.Savory Tree Service Inc
2325 Hesyler Rd., Toledo Ohio 43617
(419) 841-4411 | www.savorytree.com

• Magnolia trees in our area have once again 
fallen victim to magnolia scale. If the magnolia’s 
stems appear to be adorned with popcorn, and 
are covered in “black soot”, the tree is in need 
of treatment! The scale insects will be hatching 
out in late Summer. Call on us now to 
recommend control measures.

Are your shrubs and ornamental trees looking 
wild and overgrown? Our firm specializes in 
artistic pruning. Turn your jungle into an 
attractive and tamed garden!

•

Title Company
When your offer is accepted, your real estate agent makes 
sure that your title company receives all the necessary 
paperwork to proceed with their job. They start a file for 
all of the related information, and then a title examiner/
abstractor performs research on the property’s history 
from the courthouse records. This search will include 
many facets, including the owners of the property at any 
time in its history, unusual circumstances or aspects of 
the property, and, also importantly, included are liens 
of any type which have been placed on the property and 
whether or not they were released. A commitment to 
issue title insurance is required to be sent to all parties 
involved in the transaction.

At this point, the processor at the title company has 
the job of completing the pre-closing responsibilities like 
verifying the amount of the payoff to the lender, who 
may currently hold a loan for the sellers of the property, 

scheduling a survey if required, clearing any issues that may be 
in the way of closing, etc. When all of this is completed, the title 
company then calls any attorneys involved to schedule a closing 
time convenient to them if either or both of them have been 
requested to attend. Then the title company will call you and the 
seller to confirm the closing date and time and will notify the 
agents on both sides of the transaction. The closing will then take 
place as scheduled, and funding will occur. Legal documents are 
recorded, and the title insurance policies are issued.

Whew! Did you have any idea all of this would occur once you 
wrote your offer? And don’t you feel privileged to have all of 
these people working for you behind the scenes just to make it 
possible that this dream of a new home will be yours?

Please remember, if you have any questions in regard to this 
process, or any questions related to real estate in any way, we 
are here to help you. Remember, “Helping you is why WE LOVE 
WHAT WE DO!” Just give us a call, text or email.  
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Upcoming Events
Ladies and gentlemen: RSVP to Stone Oak CC to attend dinner 
meetings. Guests are welcome. Social period begins at 6pm 
with dinner at 6:30pm. Wish to only attend the lecture? Come 
at 7pm.

August 18th: post-dinner talk is about SCAMS. GCSO asked 
for this from the excellent speaker’s program at The Better 
Business Bureau.

September 15th: Pressed flowers art exhibit and talk after 
dinner with Darlene Burkett.

October 20th: Gene Emery speaks after dinner about fall 
decorations.

November 17th: Our dinner lecture series concludes with a 
presentation from Sandy Bihn about the ongoing restoration 
of the Toledo Harbor Lighthouse. 

Downtown 
922 Jefferson Avenue • Toledo, OH 43604 • 419-242-2391

Fifth Third Center 
One Seagate • Toledo, OH 43604 • 419-242-4141

Levis Commons 
4159 Chappel Drive • Perrysburg, OH 43551 • 419-874-4872

Sylvania/West Toledo 
5300 Monroe Street • Toledo, OH 43623 • 419-725-7052

St. James Shoppes 
6725 W. Central Ave. • Toledo, OH 43617 • 419-720-6348

Ask us about our Free Pick-up  

and Delivery Service

www.lasallecleaners.com

The Garden Club of Stone Oak benefits our 
community as it:

• Contributes to the beauty of the common 
property of Stone Oaks landscaping.
• Helps protect and conserve the natural 
resources of Stone Oak.
• Provides opportunities for adults to 
socialize at events that offer programs about 
landscaping, environmental interests, plus 
other topics, such as special programs that 
benefit our region. 

Garden Club 
 of Stone Oak Update   
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resident recipes!

Lemon Lime

By resident recipe by a resident who is an ambassador of the Toledo Museum of Art

Serves 6

• 1/2 cup packed light brown sugar
• 6 tablespoons olive oil
• 1/4 cup red wine vinegar
• juice of 1 lime
• juice 1/2 lemon
• 3 tablespoons whole grain mustard
• 3 medium garlic cloves, minced
• 1 1/2 teaspoons salt
1 • (3 pound) beef tenderloin, trimmed 

Grilled Beef 
Tenderloin

1. Combine the brown sugar, olive oil, wine vinegar, 
lime juice, lemon juice, mustard, garlic and salt 
and mix well. Pour over the beef in a shallow 9 x 
13 inch dish and turn to coat. Marinate, covered 
in the refrigerator for 3 hours. Let stand in room 
temperature for 1 hour.
2. Preheat the grill to 400 degrees. Grill for 20 
minutes per side medium or until the desired degree 
of doneness. Let rest for 5 minutes. Cut into 1/2 
to 3/4 inch slices and arrange on a serving platter. 
Garnish with fresh basil and/ or edible flowers.

Note: Use this marinade with chicken breasts and 
pork tenderloin. Marinate the chicken for 8-10 
hours and the pork the same as the beef. 

Lemon Lime Grilled Beef Tenderloin
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Partner with one or multiple Stroll magazines to connect 
with your ideal clients. Visit strollmag.com/locations.

Stroll reaches 550+ of the best neighborhoods nationwide (like this one).
Your business can reach them too.
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EXCEPT YOURS.
Lock in a great 
auto rate with 
Erie Insurance.

INSURANCE RATES ARE BOUND TO RISE.

THEIR RATES

YOUR RATES

Cost may change if you make a policy change. Not everyone is qualiied to purchase ERIE Rate Lock. Insurance is subject to 
terms, conditions and exclusions not described in this advertisement (e.g. does not guarantee continued insurance coverage). 
For terms, conditions, exclusions, licensure and states of operation information, visit seriouslygoodinsurance.com. Patent 
pending. S1242d © 2012 Erie Indemnity Company

Melissa Southey

Melissa Southey Insurance 

7015 Angola Rd 

Holland, OH 43528-8559

melissa@southeyinsurance.com

419-491-0267

With ERIE Rate Lock
®

, you won’t be punished for an 
accident, mishap, mistake or claim: Your low, locked in-
premium won’t change until you add or remove a vehicle 
or driver, or change your address.

Sales  |  Installation  |  Service & Repair

Come see the
area's LARGEST

Window and Door
Showroom at

5153 Secor Road
or call for a

FREE IN HOME
Estimate

Preferred Pricing for Stone Oak Residents

Entry Doors
Storm Doors

Up to $750 off
selected Entry Doors

Patio
Doors

UP TO 50% OFF
Mini Blinds on Patio Doors

Garage Doors
and Openers

Up to $150 OFF
Select Garage Doors

Windows
No Interest No Payment

Finance Programs

Visit our Website
www.ToledoDoor.com

CALL TODAY
(419) 475-DOOR (3667)

OR



Mr. and Mrs. Dave White Jr.
Proud Residents of

Stone Oak for 25 Years!

OF TOLEDO

5051 New Centre Dr 
Wilmington, NC 28403


